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What role can a public school employee play in a student religious dub?

Student clubs are split into 2 categories. Student-initiated dubs that accur during the school day
and after school clubs that simply happen to take place on school campus. Cubs that oocur during
the schaal day in middse and high schools are governed by the Equal Aocess act. That federal
Statute doas state that a teachar is only allowed to be at the club in 3 "non-participatony™ capacity,
See 20 U.5.C. section 4071(<){3). However, if a club occurs after school hours and just hapoens to
Da on campus, then the Baual Actess Act doas not apply and the restriction on taachars being
invaleed in 8 “non-participatory capadity™ do not apply. This 5 5o lang a5 the teacher 5 in the club
after school ends and when she is an her own time. When the teacher is on her swn Hme, she can
do whatever she pleases just as any other private dtizen would do, This means the teacher could
participate in the schoal cluh,
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schools. Even though the Bqual Access Act does not apply to elementary schools, the First
amendment to the United States Constitution does. Therefore, if other student dubs are allowed on
campus, then a Bible cub would also be allowed.
starting a Bidde dub on an elementary schocl campus is difficult given the age of tha students. We
belleve it is & better course of option to begin an after-schood Bible club like a Good News
Club. Child Evangelism Fellowship has a wonderful course called the Good Mews Club.
Because it would happen after school hours there would be no restrictions on who could
teach the course or what could happen in the course. A teacher could sven lead an after-
school Good News Club.

Student clubs are spiit into 2 categories. Student-initiated clubs that occur during the school
dary and afte ool clubs that simpl ppeinl to take place on s Ampus. Jubs that
occur during the school day in middle and high schocls are gaverned by the Equal Access Act. That
federal stakute does state that a teacher is only allowed ta be at the clubin 2 "non-participakory"
capacity. See 20 U.5.C. section 4071(c)(3). However, if a club occurs after schoo! hours and just
nappeEns o be on campus, then the Bqual Acgess Act does not apply and the restriction on teachers
oEing invdived in a “non-participatory capacity” do not apply. This is 5o kong as the teacher is in the
club after school ends and when she is on her own time. When the teacher is on her own time,
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It depends an whether the teacher is writing to students’ parents in his capadity as a teacher. If he
i5 , than the letters may be considersd part of his instructional program which can be requiated by
the schodl officals. Schools officials may require that he not include religious references in letters
written bo parents in his capacity as a teacher, The schoad shauld not be able to reguliate
cofmmunicatians to students’ parents gn matiers unrelatad te the school

May a teacher include religious references in correspondence with other teachers?

The First Amendment should protect the right of teachers to express their personal viewpoints on
religlon in conversations and written communication with other teachers just as they may express
their persongl viewpoints on a variety of topics.

Can a public school teacher teach a student Bible Study during lunch time?

Fublic school teachers, when they are on the clock, are considerad agents of the state. A< such,
they may during that time, This means that if your
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The issue of praves Bedore matkall gamss has recently oome balone the United States Suprama
Court In the case of Santa Fe Indgpandens Schep! Slstrict v Doe. In thak case, the Court moled that
the Schaol could not institute a praver before the football games. Some cozches pray with
their beams bafore the games, but gererally the courts have alse prohibited this practioe, School
officlals are considered stale s 1 ! - =1
including praysr,

Howewvar, this Joes net prahibit students from praying together at any time. In fact, new regulations
pasged by the Department of Educatisn under the Ma Child Left Behind Aot require schoals b carify
that they allow student-initiated prayer. These guidelines are ovallable under the Rescurcas
section of Liberly Counsel's wabsite - www, IC.0rg.
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hite: £ fwenee, edogov/ Speeches /08-1995 frediolon. htmiTheefose, the students could pray
tgether, Certalnly durlng this time, the coaches could stand by and even could bow their
heads, huk could not actively participata.

It showld ba remembared also that what a cooch does on his own free time @ nek subject to the
constitubional prehibition against establishiag a religion, A coach, after schea! time and on bis own
frae tirme con feed free to lead students in praver as long as & is done in a way whera the coach is
not doing it as & eaach, bul a5 private citizen (1. at a cherch or in the coach’s hasne are
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Az aducabors, you generally havg tha right to hawe personal iterms on your desk, That would alse
incluce a Bitle, As ! el 5 fot use th - mil i
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Is there a legal way to teach Creatlonigm In the publlc schools?

Perhips the best way to answer your quostion i to guote an excerpt from Liberty Coungel's
resource on "Legally Teacking Creation Scenca.” You can abbain the entine rescurce on Liberty
Counsal's websita under the Racourons section.

Tou can avencow religion in whatevar tosic you beach 5o long as it s relevant, Aboul ariging, you
can evarview different theories of creation. You can discuss evalution and some of the counter
arguments from & creation o abrupl appedringe perspactive, While there migat be gvidence of
miror change or adiustment over time, thera s 0o avicensd of majsr changa, Thers is no avidease
to support a change in Spedies (i, a1 e deg). Certalinly there is no evidense of flora (plant) and
fauna (animal) transfer. You ean everviaw the vorious theories and then you could say; "How there
are a lat of different thoories about evelution and sbrupt sppearance, Whatever thesry you hald, a1l
theories have oae thing in commeon, faith, Whether it is evoluticn ar creation, bath require faith, To
belrave evolution, you need a laz of faith to bridge tha hune gaps in the fossil recard. Thare is no
evidence of flara and fauna transfer. Thare is no eviderds for “macra-evolution®, 1t takes a majer
fgag In [2ith to assume that evalution demaonstrakes how animals and plants arlgirated. The theory
of abrupt appearance or ercation #l5o requires faith, While thens is evidenss (o support creation,
nobedy was there at the beginning. Nebody was there for evolution and nobody was there for
creation. You SHE must hawve fith that something predated [he first appearance of arimals, plants,
and humans, Decding what that was vitimataly relles upen faith. Whichever theery of arigins you
ultimataly accept, neithar can be considered a preven Fact, Evolution is balioved by faith, ard
creation s Delieved Dy faith, Someone who balioves @ abrupt 2ppearance is not some weind wacks,
You must get students b understand that evelution is simply a faith-based theory just lise creation
is & faith-based theory, Rather than elevatiog evolution and tearing down creation you can shew
that both are on the same level - that s, bath 2re theasdes, not estabished fact, Ingeed, if LT
discuzs the avidence for and 2gainst avelition, It bacomes abviows that are must bove mose (2ith ta
belleva in owaluticn than i oreaton.

;fF Lz H'Etijlpmjﬂr leap in faith to assume that evolution demonstrabes how animals and plents
riginated.

After v odeer the sclentific issuas regarding oeigins, you can then cansscer now world relighons
vigw ariging. You can also poing gut that it iz important to ook ot origins, bocouse from o
philosaphical standpeint, you must know where you ariginabed, You must know wihe you are, and
you st know your destiny. If vou do not knoay one of bhose three, U s samething lacking in
your self-understanding. Some sclenti<ts hava tried to polnt to evolutian s our origin. Other
scientists have wled to palnk oo creation as aur argin. Warld relgions bk a2 tha origin of the world
as part of theolegy. For axample, you can discuss Lhe Egyptian thealoegy of creatian. The Egyplians
irt their Mamphite Creatiza writings spake about God, whamn they called Flah, as the cne vwho
browght the world into existence by a word, He spoke and the world came inlo exisbende, As for me,
1 dhon’t mind comparing Christianity to cther non-Cheistian religions. Yew romember the Oid
Tastamient prophat when ha praved te God while several hundred other prophats prayed B Baal to
bring fire in & demaenstrable way. He dig nak say, "Do nak pray to Baal™. He said go ahesd and pray
to your God, [ will pray ta my God, and we will ses whizh ans snswers by fire. Yoo ke the rasult,
Whenever yau pul truth and falsehood beside wach other, there ks no question in my mind that the
truth will win. T have no resarvation about using 2nother seligion when Um @dking about
Chnstanity, I § am afrald that Jesus is not B enough, powerdul crough, a0d convirgng encugh to
gt himself and ki word along Side some gther word or some other false theologys then 1 do rot
have ancugh urderstanding or faith in ey on God. So it doss nat bother me to allow somaans al2e
Lz hawe a platform, That is why it doss nat bother me to have saomesne teach evolution &5 kng as
you hawve the aqual apportunity to each abrupt appearance or oreaton,

“World religions loak at the origin of the warld as part of theelagy.”

At any rate, in addition to the Egyption eeatizn theory you could talk aboust the Bobylonian creation
thaary. Then you can discuss the creation story in the beok of Genesis and vou can mead from the
Baak of Genesig. Wiseller it Lakes cne day, several days, or severa) weeks, you can conclude your
presantation by summing up the topc, You can evervitw the differant evelution and creation
thearigs. Tha Bettam ling, whan all is said and dena, Is that both theoes muest be acceghed by faith,
Whon yveu put all the infarmatien bafere the students, it will probably be the first they've cver heord
of origing Basides evalution, Until the time they came b your class and bear you speak, they've
probably heard one view, and Uhat one view teaches evolution as fact and creatlon as myth. When
they come out of Your class they will ay 1At 15 nat true, You've have openad the daor for them to
mzka a decsion,

IDEAS FOR TEACHIMNG CREATION

‘While bazching eraation and evdlution you can ask the students, "How many of you balieyve that you
had apes ar mankeys in your ancestry tree?” OF corse, you'll probably get a kot of laughter, Gpen
the class for disowssion, A teacher can bring outside material into thefe classroom, whethar
on craation or ather lS5ues. You & bring In an outslde speaker. What happens when you
bring In an eutside speaker? Is the speaker on agent of the state? Mo, the speaker is an
individual eitizen you invited. You can also host a debate format, where you have an
evolutienist and a creationlst debate the tople. Let them debate and let the students ask
fquezstlons. The maln thing is you've opaned up the market placs B contrast to the narrow
view of the market place that they have been taught. You axpanded thelr horizons, Youw
have allowed the students o have contadd with ancther vicw that they probobly nover
heard of or had contact with befare your ¢lasa,

e partkularly good video is the ML 5t Helens video produced by the Irstitule o Crealion
Eeszarch. T doa’t Know if poutwe @var seén this or not, but if you have not seen i, you ought o
ordar a copy. 1t is ene of tha most amazing videos I've aver sean an this topic. The video talks
abaut the explosion of ME. St Helens, It talks about Spirit Leke and o the Petrified Forest may
hawa farmed. You and your stedants may think it takes millions of years Lo create the petrilisd
trzes, The video shows how the North Slese of the valcane came down, hig the lake, caused the
wales b o up the mountain beskds 11, broke the trees and broaght the trees back dewn into the
laka, Thn the trics 9ot watar leggad and some of thermn turned upright as the raok ends wore
haavier, The trees sattled on the battom 2t different times and the sediment stabllized these rees
in a standing pesition, In o shoot pasicd of tinve a petrified forest can be formed, The video alsa
shaws o layering can form in 2 matter of months rather than millinng of years,

"Teachars have a lot more Iberty Than you think 1o wach création and to teach raligious and
Chrigtipn inflyencas,”



